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Worldwide showtime
CRICKET
by Gareth Le Prevost
gleprevost@guernseypress.com

GCB Covid-19 Appeal T20 Match: Thousands tune into the first game in the British Isles
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Sebastian Priaulx powered to 
victory in Saturday evening’s 
latest Pro series event as part of 
the prestigious All-Star Series

Full report to follow

Just a perfect day to watch cricket: A family sit down at KGV to watch the first T20 game played as part of the island’s Covid-19 lockdown sporting exit plan.
(Picture by www.guernseysportphotography.com, 28319942)

Cycling wins race to ‘live’ return – by a few hours
SEB TREMLETT shook off the lockdown 
rust emphatically with a near-record 
performance in the first sporting event 
of the ‘new normal’ that is phase four.
Tremlett was one of 30 riders rising 
early on Saturday for a 10-mile time-

trial at Cobo, certain anti-coronavirus 
measures included, with top woman 
Danielle Hanley marking herself as a 
growing threat to the island record of 
Karina Bowie.
But the 20min. 2sec. ride of Tremlett 

– just 7sec. outside the Guernsey 
mark he shares with former pro 
James McLaughlin – raised the most 
eyebrows overall after 10 very quiet 
weeks on the live sporting scene.
Riders had been seeded fastest-first to 

prevent overtaking and with Tremlett 
afforded a two-minute head start on 
Jack English, there was precious little 
doubt who would come home first on 
the moderately windy morning.

continued in page 35

THE eyes of  the cricketing world 
were on the KGV on Saturday.

Surely a purely domestic exhibi-
tion game, in which the result was 
of  virtually no significance, has 
never garnered so much interest.

On the day Guernsey entered 
phase four of  its Exit from Lock-
down guidelines, the island host-
ed the first cricket game played in 
the British Isles since the corona-
virus pandemic brought a halt to 
virtually all sport across the globe 
a couple of  months ago.

The nature of  the large play-
ing field at the KGV ensured that 
local spectators, of  which there 
were a decent number, could eas-
ily observe the ongoing social-dis-
tancing guidelines, but it was the 
online following through the live 
streaming of  the game that really 
captured the imagination.

Within minutes of  the Interna-
tional Cricket Council sharing a 
Guernsey Press photograph of  
the toss taking place for the GCB 
Covid-19 Appeal T20 Match, it had 
hundreds of  likes and dozens of  
retweets.

‘Since making the decision to do 
the live streaming, we have real-
ly looked forward to showing the 
world about our cricket and the 
interest there has been because 
there is such a vacuum in sport 
at the moment has been remarka-
ble,’ said Guernsey Cricket Board 
chief  executive Mark Latter.

‘We had been contacted from 
countries we did not know exist-
ed, which bodes well for the fu-
ture.

‘We could not have asked for a 
better day weather-wise. We had 
a few technical glitches [with the 
scoring system], but we’re just 
pleased to be able to get a game 

on and we’ll now liaise with the 
Sports Commission and the States 
to determine a road map towards 
playing more regularly,’ added 
Latter, who hopes that the sec-
ond half  of  the Evening League 
season might be able to go ahead 
from the end of  June.

Former Guernsey all-rounder 

Jeremy Frith attended the game 
in his role as Sports Commission 
director while also providing con-
tent for the BBC’s world-renowned 
Test Match Special.

‘It’s been a really busy few 
months for the Sports Commis-
sion and Steve Sharman has been 
doing some brilliant work liais-
ing with Public Health and all the 
sports because we want to get 
sport going as quickly as possible 
as it’s important for people and 
important economically as well,’ 
Frith said.

‘We felt it was important to try 
to be first back in the British Isles. 
It was not our sole goal, but it is 
great for Guernsey and Guernsey 
cricket and hopefully opportuni-
ties arise off  the back of  it.’

Match report inside

‘Since making the decision to do the live 
streaming, we have really looked forward to 
showing the world about our cricket and the 
interest there has been because there is such 
a vacuum in sport at the moment has been 
remarkable’

GCB chief executive Mark Latter
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GCB Covid-19 Appeal T20 Match – Andy Cornford’s XI triumph by seven wickets and Jamie Nussbaumer is named man of the match on return at the King George V Field

Neat work: Zak Damarell whips the bails off as batsman Nathan Le Tissier stretches forward. Ollie Newey is 
the bowler.          (Pictures by www.guernseysportphotography.com, 28319877)

‘Big match’ result incidental 
CRICKET
by Gareth Le Prevost
gleprevost@guernseypress.com

Tidy bowling: Ant Stokes produced economical figures 
with his left-arm spin.

(Pictures by www.guernseysportphotography.com, 
28319847)

Minding the distance: Mark Latter keeps his distance in presenting a bottle of bubbly to man of the match Jamie 
Nussbaumer.                    (28319855)

Olly Tapp XI

N. Hutchinson c Barker b Buckle ...........................................4

T. Nightingale c Damarell b L. Le Tissier..........................23

J. Martin c Renouf b Buckle ....................................................2

B. Ferbrache not out ................................................................52

N. Le Tissier st Damarell b Newey ........................................3

W. Peatfield b Stokes ................................................................. 7

L. Bichard not out .......................................................................6

Extras ..............................................................................................8

Total (5 wkts, 20 overs) ......................................105

Bowling: Renouf 4-0-25-0; Buckle 3-0-14-2; A. Stokes 

4-0-13-1; L. Le Tissier 4-0-24-1; Newey 4-0-23-1; Le 

Messurier 1-0-4-0.

Andy Cornford XI

Z. Damarell c Martin b Bichard ............................................30

L. Barker c Veillard b Nightingale ........................................16

J. Butler c Martin b Bichard ..................................................... 1

J. Nussbaumer not out ...........................................................35

O. Newey not out .......................................................................13

Extras .............................................................................................12

Total (3 wkts, 18.1 overs) .................................... 107

Bowling: Veillard 4-0-21-0; Peatfield 4-0-19-0; Vorster 

2.1-0-16-0; J. Martel 3-0-12-0; Nightingale 2-0-17-1; 

Bichard 3-0-15-2.

Match umpires: Mark Savage and Carl Brooks.

as cricket gloriously returns 

Ben Ferbrache misses out on a ‘free hit’ but went on to make 
the first half-century of the summer.        (28319887)

Jordon Martel charges in from the 3G end.
 (28319859)

Zak Damarell whips the ball away.
 (28319891)

HAS the sound of  leather on wil-
low ever been as satisfying? 

These unprecedented times en-
sured that Saturday’s T20 at the 
KGV felt like a big match and 
yet no-one really cared who won 
or lost.

The crucial thing was that a 
game was on. After all, it was not 
very long ago that we wondered 
if  we would see any cricket at all 
locally in 2020 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

As it panned out, thanks ini-
tially to the efforts of  the whole 
community and then more spe-
cifically of  Guernsey Sports 
Commission relationship man-
ager Steve Sharman along with 
GCB’s Mark Latter, the first ball 
was bowled before the start of  
meteorological summer.

To top off  cricket’s big return, 
the winning boundary was dis-
patched by a player who has been 
waiting much longer to get back 
in action than all the others on 
show. ‘I said to the lads that they 
have only been waiting a couple 
of  months to play, I’ve been gag-
ging to get out there for two-and-
a-half  years,’ said Jamie Nuss-
baumer.

The former Guernsey captain 
did not step foot on a cricket field 
last year because of  injury and 
in 2018 he was restricted to only 
a couple of  appearances as a re-
luctant hobbling fielder when 
his club side Cobo were short on 
numbers.

‘I’m quite happy to be play-
ing some cricket,’ he said with a 
chuckle as he acknowledged his 
understatement.

‘It was just brilliant to get out 
there – I loved every minute of  it.

‘It has been a really frustrating 
time on the sidelines, watching 
action going on for the best part 
of  two seasons and not being part 
of  it. It is amazing how quickly 
you feel like a bit of  an outsider 
when you are not playing.’

The relatively low-scoring 
nature of  the game was under-
standable considering the rust-
iness of  the players, but it also 
allowed Nussbaumer, playing as 
a batsman, the chance to ease 
himself  back into the fray and he 
finished unbeaten on 35 as Andy 
Cornford’s XI eased to a sev-
en-wicket victory with 11 balls to 
spare against the Olly Tapp XI.

The match had moments of  
brilliance – not least Matt Re-
nouf’s spectacular diving grab 
which will be hard to beat in 
the catch of  the season stakes no 
matter how many games can be 
squeezed in between now and au-

tumn – as well as some medioc-
rity, but that was to be expected.

In front of  the cameras provid-
ing a live streaming service for 
the game to be broadcast across 
the world – with in-play num-
bers reaching more than 50,000 
on YouTube – Jason Martin won 
the toss and opted to bat, giving 
Renouf  the opportunity to bowl 
the first delivery of  the British 
Isles cricket season.

Nic Hutchinson repelled that 
good-length ball with a solid for-
ward defensive stroke.

The Tapp XI never really got 
anywhere near top gear in the 
following 20 overs, with Hutchin-
son the first to go after spooning 
a catch to Lucas Barker at point 
off  Nic Buckle before Martin fell 
not long afterwards as he was 
snared by the flying Renouf  at 
backward square-leg off  a well-
struck pull shot.

The gasps of  appreciation were 
audible around the ground. It 
was probably as well received by 
those watching the broadcast.

Ben Ferbrache, who benefitted 
from a drop in the deep midway 
through his knock, proved the 
mainstay of  the innings with 
an unbeaten 52 that includ-
ed a sumptuous drive through 
the covers for four as well as a 
cheeky lap over his shoulder also 
for a boundary before bringing 
up his half-century with the only 
six of  the innings, deposited over 
mid-wicket in the final over.

Opener Tom Nightingale also 
played some inventive shots in 
his 23 as he was the only other 
batter to reach double figures.

Left-arm spinner Ant Stokes 
was the most economical of  the 
bowlers and picked up the wicket 
of  Will Peatfield to finish with 1 
for 13 from his four overs.

The Cornford XI wicketkeeper 
Zak Damarell had a couple of  
smart dismissals standing up to 
the stumps and then, following a 
swift change of  pads, came out at 
the start of  the reply with 106 the 
victory target and put on 37 for 
the first wicket with Barker.

The right-hander holed out to 
deep mid-wicket as Nightingale 
made the breakthrough and cap-
tain Josh Butler quickly came 
and went, but Nussbaumer and 
Damarell steadied the ship be-
fore Ollie Newey joined Nuss-
baumer to see their side home 
with something to spare.

‘At the start there was almost 
an Inter-Insular buzz about the 
game because everyone had been 
looking forward to it, there were 
people down to watch, the pitch 
and outfield looked pristine – 
that’s what it is like on Inter-In-
sular day,’ said Nussbaumer, who 
received a bottle of  fizz as man of  
the match.

He added that the ICC guide-
lines in relation to the coronavi-
rus under which the game was 
played did not cause any major 
issues.

‘The game itself  was pretty 
normal really, the only noticea-
ble thing being when a wicket fell 
because your natural reaction is 
to get into a huddle and high-five 
each other and the umpires had 
to remind us we couldn’t do that.

‘Other than that, it felt like nor-
mal service had been resumed.

‘Everyone now is going to ap-
preciate whatever games we can 
get in. To be playing by the end of  
May is a big bonus and we have 
still got potentially three-and-a-
half  months or so of  cricket.’

Bowler Tom Veillard raises his arms in anguish as Jamie Nussbaumer gets the ball away fine.
 (28319851)


